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Artist Statement - LEENA SEPPA

The built environment is composed of different layers of time. These layers have for some time
now been the starting point for my paintings. Man-made building solutions, some of which are
strange while others show great ingenuity, act as sources of ideas for my new paintings.

The shapes of buildings, the roughness of surfaces and the traces of life inspire me. They lead me
to experiment with layers also in my paintings. The places that | paint stem either from personal
experience or from past landscapes. Old residential areas, some even in ruins, tell tales of past
times and whisper of new opportunities. Some of the landscapes continue to exist only in people's
memories and in old black-and white photographs.

| use mostly oil paints, but also increasingly the Chinese ink painting technique, or a combination
of these two. | feel that the delicate hues of the ink bring out the melancholy of the cities in ruins.

My way of painting is layered, just as the subject matter that | explore. My work is characterized by
the harmonious and at times scarce color schemes as well as the soft steps of gradations. My
paintings are silent, but there is a human presence even if it is not visible. Buildings and places
have a story to tell. | hope that also the viewer will find them.



